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Sir. H. Stonehewer Bird. 


ee 


De 5.12.p.m- SOth December 1946. 


No .971. 


29th December 1946. R. 4.59.p.m. 30th December 1946, 
777 r ; . vo 


Your telegram No. 1088. NA ; 


+ should be glad to know what other arrangements 
have been made for the suppert of the numerous Poles 
in the Lebanon and whether there is any pessibility 
that these mav be extended te cover five in Iraq. 
The Y.M.C.A. would be sorry to lese then. I should 
also be grateful for confirmation that when these five 
eventually proceed to Lebanon their passages by the 
cheapest possible means may be paid by this Embassy. 


Fs, * 
3 








( 
in Clair FiLiko 
i} (Ok BA GDAD LO. FOU; : mt uN rr LC 


Sir H. Stonehewer Bird 


No. 35 R. 11.19 a.m. 14th January, 1947 
l4th January, 1947 Re 11.52 a.m. 14th January, 1947 
uuuUuUudU N Poe ! | 


My telegram No. 971 of 1946.° 
I should be grateful for an early reply. 
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TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 





Tel. No.: Whitehall 1234 
Bee Your Reference 000.0. 






ie Treasury Reference..0.F..91 /. L/ 37. 





7th January, 1947/7. 


Dear Waterfield, 
Poles in Iraq. 
Please refer to Bagdad telegram 971 of December 29th. 


As you are aware, Poles in the Lebanon are the financial 
responsibility of UNRRA, and there can be no question of in- 
creasing the refugee population there, even by as little as five 
persons, without the Administration's consent. There can be no 
certainty that UNRRA would regard these five Poles as "eligible" 
and if they rejected them they would become a responsibility of 
H.M. Government, in view of our special arrangements with the 
Lebanese Government. Moreover, I should be very averse to meet- 
ing the heavy cost of transporting these Poles from Teheran to 
the Lebanon. 


In short, they had better stay where they are, and if the 
Y.M.C.A. value their services they should be prepared to pay them 
a living wage. 


.t4 


I Spee: 


t~ ; a ee _ 
"7 FS 





J.P. Waterfield, Esq. 
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DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD. 


No, ood, 
; D. 4.5 p.m 15th January 1947, 
13th January 1947, 


Your telegram No,971 [of 29th December: 
Poles in Iraq]. 


Poles in Lebanon are financial responsibility 


she refugee population there, even by five, withou 
UNRRA's consent, It is uncertain that UNRRA would 
regard the five as eligible for relief and, if 
rejected by UNRRA, they would become responsibility 
of His Majesty s Government, Moreover I.T.C. 

would be averse from meetingthe cost of transporting 
these Poles to the Lebanon, 


2. In the circumstances the I,T.C. suggest 
they should stay where they are: if the Y.N.C.A. 
would be sorry to lose them, they should be 
prepared to pay them a living wage. 
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir H. Stonehewer Bird. 
No. 68 

D. 11.28 a.m. 23rd January 1947. 
93rd. January 1947. R. 12.40 p.m. 25rd January 1947. 


VvVvV Ni ; | 
Lf (/ ¢ = 


Your telegram No. 55. 
Polish refugees. 


Decision has been conveyed to those concerned. 
However I should be grateful if you would consider 
the following points. 


2. The five Polish refugees in question were 
originally on the same footing as those transferred 

to the Lebanon in the Spring of 1946. They remained 
behind because they were doing useful work and because 
it seemed to be immaterial whether their allowances 
were paid here or in the Lebanon and whether their 
passages were paid then or later. In this 

connexion please see Chancery letter of June 28th last 
to Northern Department. We undertook to pay their 
passages to Beirut when their services were no 

longer required here: i.e. when British Army finally 
withdraws from Iraq. uestion of U.N.R.R.A'S 
meeting the cost of passage does not therefore seem 

to arise. 


De I should be glad to know why if their 
applications to U.N.R.R.A. for relief were rejected 
they would become the responsibility of His Majesty's 
Government. Presumably this would not be so if they 
applied personally through their Legation in Beirut? 
If relief is being paid to their compatriots who 
moved last year it is difficult to see why U.N.R.R.A. 
treat these five differently although it might well 
refuse to pay allowances as long as they remain in 
Iraq. In that case we are under an obligation to 
pay their passages to the Lebanon should they wish to 
gO there. 


‘be Incidentally only two are employed by the Y.M.C.A. 
One is employed by N.A.A.F.I. and one who has a 
dependent mother by the British Amy. 
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FOREIGN OF¥YICE, S.Wele 


15th February, 1947. 


(N 960/4,/55 }e 


Dea. toges 


Will you please refer to Bagdad telegram 
No.68 of the 23rd January about Polish refugees 
in Iraq, of which a copy was sent to Miss Thelma 
Wellses 


I understand from Miss Wells that you are 
discussing with U.N.ReReAe the possibility of these 
five Poles becoming eligible for relief in the 
Lebanone 1 should be grateful if you would let me 
know when a decision is reached on this subject. 


/y : 
CM«s Discieal, 


4 


(sjA) (J.C eAe Roper) 


HH. Eggers, uBGe >» O eBebe, 
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FROM BAGDAD TO FORSIGN OFFICE, 





Sir. H. Stonhewer Bird. 
No. 152. 
D 3.5. pgm 19th February 1924/7, 
19th February 1927. Ro 4.30. p.m. 19th February 1927. 
°0:0:0 
RESTRICTED, \\ 


My telegram No. 68: Polish Refugees. 


I am being hard pressed and I should be grateful 
for early reply. 
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' Whitehall 1234 


TREASURY CHAMBERS, 





Your Refe Er SES es ae ; 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, | * 
Pare ideal LONDON, 8.W.1, 
Be - 
| chth February, 1947. 
Dear Roper, q 27 ag ; 


- 


Thank you for your letter N.960/4/55 of nebenest 15th about the 
remaining Polish refugees in Iraq. 


I have looked over past papers to see whether, in fact, we have 
any obligation to assist these people to get to the Lebanon. In 
March 1946, H.M. Embassy, Bagdad, wrote (697/12/46) that when their , 
services are no longer required "they will proceed to the Lebanon" 
and it is true that the rest.of the refugees in Iraq did join the, \\.\ 
migration of several thousand Poles from Iran to Beirut. In  W"\ 
December, 1946, the Embassy asked us to confirm that we would pay 
the passages of the five who had remained behind (their telegram{1). 
I read this as an implied admission that we are under no obligation 





quemnmnenese ibaa 
to do so, The Embassy now assert that "we undertook to pay their 
passages to Beirut". Be that as it may, it will be impossible to 


get UNRRA to agree out of hand that, once in the Lebanon, they will 
regard these people as “eligible”: they will certainly want to look 
into their "credentials". Moreover, we do not at the moment know 
whether UNRRA will agree to extend the Agreement and put up more 
money when that which they have earmarked runs out, probably in 
March. 


In all the circumstances, I am very loth to spend money on 
transporting the five refugees to the Lebanon. It is an expensive 
business, the equivalent of four or five months' maintenance. 

They have got jobs in Iraw and I really cannot believe that the 
Y.M.C.A. and N.A.A.F.I, who are employing them, cannot be persuaded 
to pay them sufficient to keep body and soul together. 


ETT SS SSS 


| jt ever, 
on a lew 
J.C.A. Roper, a N +A S, s 7 a 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.4- 


(1421)82/24°95)s 5th Mareh, 197. 
e tr C 


hea. Keer, 


As I now find myself dealing with the problem of the five 
Polish refugees remaining in Irag, your isst reference Bagdad 
telegram No.152 of the 19th Yebruary,and as I believe you have 
been dealing with this at your end, i feel that a ietter may 
perhaps help us to sort the thing out. 


We do appreciste here that we have a responsibility towards 
these Poles and that We should arrange to send them to the Lebanon 
if they wish an@ we realise that you and they have assumed all 
along that this would eventually be done. I agree with you that if 
the money for their fare Was available ir *heory a year ago, it 
should be available now, especially as they were kept in Irag at 
the request of the British military suthoritics. (See your letter 
of the 22nd Mareh, 1945, 697/12/16 and Chancery letter of the 
28th June, 1946, 80/52/46). 


However we shall in fact now have great difficulty in sending 
these 5 to the Lebanon, The main trouble is that the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration's future operation in the 
Lebanon is most uncertain and they will be extremely reluctant to 
accept even 5 more Peles. Secondly, the Poles in Irag are usefully 
employed and much better off than they would be in the Lebanon, 
where they would be no better than Displaced rereons. As our object 
here is to resettle Poles, the Interim Tressury Committee for Polish 
Affairs is naturally very reluctant to authorise expenditure to 
moye Poles out of employment into bieplaced Persons category. 


The tert soclution, of course, would be for these five to 
Betile or at any rate continue working indefinitely in Iraq. Is 
there any chance of their being persuaded to do this 7? 

We Will hold ovr final decision in abeyance until We hear fran 
you again, but we would like the folliwoing inmormation for 
coneicerstion, if you cen get hold of it. 

1» How much would the cheapest fares to Beirut be ? 
2s How loner are the present jope likely to last 7 


- 


30 Why do the Poles want tc co to the Lebanon 7 Are their 
families there ete ? 


lie What will happen te them if we do not send thea across 7 


I om sorry to burden you With ali this, but 7 hove we may seon 
be able to give these unfortunate peoole a ‘ecision as a retulte 


Hosa tour, 


(s¢lf] \O-PeReBarelay )» 


P.Carter, EGGe, 
British Bnbassy, 
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FOREIGN © FFTCE, 3.W.14- 
5th M@TCh, 1947. 
(Ne 282 /4/55 )e 


ee Y7ge4 , 


hank you for your ictter of the 2th February, 
O.F.91/4/37 about the five Polish refugees remaining 
in iraq. 


I am afraid that we still feel that we have sane 
responsibility towards these people. They might of 
course have scone te the Lebanon with the other Poles a 
year BZ, but they were retained for work in Irag"at 
, vhe request of the British military authorities". Bagdad 
Chenecery wrote on the 28th June, 1946 (80/52/46). "When 
their services are no longer required here we shall 
"have to pey for their journey to Beirut. But we had 
‘to pay for the journeys of all the others, so there is 
"no extra expense on this scere either". It certainly 
seems that if the money was available a year ago it 
should be available now. 


1! 


I appreciate that it might be difficult to get the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Adminictration 
to accept these five, but I feel we may have to try it 
OMe 


We quite agree that the best solution is for these 
refugees to continue working or even to settle in Irag 
and we have written again to Bagdad pointing this out 
and asking what prospects they have in that country. 
But I do feel that in the lest resort we ought to be 
prepared to send these five Poles .o the Lebanon if 


they want to go. 
: 
“ Cote dork. theterfelg 


fe- (J.Cc.A.ROper). 
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H.Eggers, ESGe, O.’B.C., 
Treasurye 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO,1, 


FROM BAGDAD TO POREIGN OFFICE, 


Sir H Stonehewer Bird, OD: 5.05 p.m. 2nd April, 1947 


NO. $05. 
lst April, 1947. R: 8.26 am. Srd April, 1947 


Following for Mr. Barclay, Northern Department 
from Carter, 


Your letter N2,482/4/55 of March 5th: Polish refugees. 
Answers to questions are as follows: 
(1) £12 plus luggage charges. 


(2) On the present form until about the end 


(5) Reasons vary from one case to another, 
Letter follows. 


(4) Four are women; I doubt if two of them could 
find employment and of the other two one has a 
dependent Mother aged over 60 who cannot stand the 
Glimate, The man is a Jew in failing health and I 
doubt whether he ccuid find employment either. At least 
three of the five would probably be pernetually destitute 
and besiege the Embassy. 


2. in view of the answer to (2) I hope that early 
sanction to pay passages will be given, 


[Copy sent to My. Barclay, Northern Department ]. 
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2 En Clair AL No, 1 
FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE ‘8 


Sir H, Stonehewer Bird | te 
NO, 584 D. 10.26 a.m. 24th April, 1947 TT: 


24th April, 1947 R. 2.40 p.m, 24th April,’ 1947 








uuUuUU NI s~e¢ 
My telegram No, 305: Polish refugees. 
Grateful for early reply to paragraph 2. 
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En Cleir DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 
"ROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD 
oO 9 ; ¥ 
NO. 595. D. 11.12 p.m. May 9th, 1947. 
III 


Your telegram No, $84 [of the 24th April: 


Polish refugees in Iraq], 


1, You may now pay passages of these five 
Polish refugees to the Lebanon, and charge in 
Extras with reference to this telecram, 


2. The follewing should be warned however 
that their chances of coming to the United Kingdom 
are remote: Mrs, Reder, Matylda Reder, 

irs, Chejnacka and Michael Berlim, Mrs, Ludcka 
will eventually be eligible, and Henryka Reder 

and irs, Reder’s daughter in the A.T.S. will be 


admitted, 
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FORSIGN OFFICE, 


S.Wete 


(N4385/4,/55) 
23rq April, 1947 


bea Eppes , 


I mentioned in my letter No. 2462/4/55 
of the 5th March that we were writing to 
Baghdad for further information about the 
prospects of the five Polish refugees still 
remaining in [rade 





we received a telegram in reply from 
Baghdad, stating that there was little possibility 
of the five being permanently resettled in Iraq. 
[t was pointed out that their present jobs were 
only likely to last till about the end of April. 
of the five refugees, four are women; it is 
considered doubtful whether two of them could 
find further employment, and of the other two, 
one has a denvendant mother of over 60 who cannot 
stand the climate. The man is a Jew in faifing 
health, and he probably could not find employment 
either. They therefore estimated that at least 
three out of the five would be perpetually 
destitute, 


~ 


ie 


e have now also received from Baghdad 
copies of the correspondence relating to these 
refugees, which give in fuller detail the reasons 
why they should wish to go to the Lebanon. I 
enclose copies of the correspondence between Carter 
and Lampard of the Young Men's Christian Association 
on this subject, and also between Baghdad and 


/Beirut 


HoH. ESSOrs,y ESGey Oe Belicsy 
Treasury. 








e,, 


Beirut on the likelihood of U.N.R.R.A. accepting 
financial sponsibiliity for these five. The fare 
of £12 per head excluding luggage charges mentioned by 


Lampard certainly does not seem excessive. 


The fact that these refugees will cease to be 
employed by the Y.M.C.A. or N,A.A.F.J. at the ond 
of this month, end are not lixely to be able to 
obtain alternative e« loyment would apve to alter 


}- , ; - . ' : "T f 7 5 __ - ro? i - ' ~% 
the situation, and I 4 be glad if you would noy 
- ry , ' ; . 7 : . » ~ & 2 y . —_-_ 
let ig mii .f tii ViG / ULILiS 4Afii OF UVLO Ai Vil 


Baghdad you are IPeparea vO reconsiaer your decision. 


ous haere 
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Dear Mr Roper, 





I refer to your 








TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


ip 


——ee®OthyApril, 1947. 


Nec id, / ZA 


ror the 23rd April’ to Mr Eggers, about the 


\ five Polish refugees in Iraq. In all the circumstances, we now 
} SN agree that these people may travel to the Lebanon, 


We do feel, however, that some of them should be warned that 
their prospects of coming to the U.K, are remote, The chances of 


such removal are as follows:- 
Mrs Reder,... eee eee 
Henryka Reder .., ee 


Matylda Reder ... eee 


Daughter in A,T.S. eee 
Mrs Chojnacka ... eee 
Mrs Wroblewska Ludika,., 


Michael Berlin ,... ee 


Very dim, 
Will be admitted, 


Unlikely, but it is for the 
Military to decide, 


Eligible for transfer to U.K. 
Unlikely, 
Will eventually be eligible, 


Unlikely, 


Yours sincerely, 


J eC eA.Roper, Esq. . 
Foreign Office. 


\ Af 
| jolne rat 
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5 nth Nv 


British Embassy, 


ee AEA aa 


* | x (~ & j 
yee es BAGDAD. 
oe ~ AT : 
16 May Wer 
oe le 2nd May, 1947 


216/21/47 


gee 

I should be glad if you would have a look at the 
last paragraph of my letter to you of the 2nd April about 
Polish refugees (in reply to your letter N.2482/4/55 of 
the 5th March) and let us know whether in fact it would 
be improper or compromising for us to approach UNRRA about 
the five Poles now in Iraq. Lampard is being rather hopeless 
and tiresome about the whole business, and the Poles seem 
to be incapable of doing anything so obvious and sensible 
for themselves; and even if we soon receive authority (as I 
hope we shall) to pay their passages to Beirut, they will 
probably decline to go unless they have some kind of 
assurance that they will be looked after on arrival. There 
is clearly no future for them in Iraq, and they are showing 
a distressing and increasing tendency to come and squat, 
wee ping, on Bill Baillie's doorstep. 


f 


‘4 , 


eo. 
eee 


C.F.R.Barclay, Esq., 
Northern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON, S.W.1 
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Sir H. Sto : B ‘ 
“oad Ane bonehewer=Bird. » 7.28 a.m, Slst May 1947. 
SOoth May 1947, R. 11.58 a.m Slst May 1947. 


, 
“ 7 
; 


_ Your telegram No,595 of 9th May 1947 
regarding Poles, 


Mrs, Lud-cka Wroblewska and Mrs, Chojmacka 
have now gone to Beirut, We have paid passages, 
Mrs, Reder, Miss Matylda Reder and Michael Berlin 
pone been sent to Palestine by Army Authorities 

ere. . 
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